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Class Notes Outline

Imagining the Reservation

The famous “what-if” questions-


-if the Indians had won?

What was it about winning or was it about living up to obligation? Like Treaties? Or Sharing?

Survival= anger x imagination
Imagination is the only weapon on the reservation, why?

Imagine Forgiveness, for whom?

My Favorite Tumor

Why is he joking about cancer?  

Jimmie One Horse

-Jimmie sixteen and one-half horses

-Jimmie Zero Horses

Why is his wife so serious about it? 

Can Jimmie ever be serious? 

Why joke all the way to the end-his death?

“Making Frybread and helping people die, are the last two things Indians are good at.” Why?

Indian Education

First Grade- Stand up for self

Second Grade- Respect Self

Third Grade- Censorship and Self

Forth Grade- Healing and Crying

Fifth Grade- Basketball vs. Drugs

Sixth Grade- Throws the first punch

Seventh Grade- Why does kissing a white girl 


Mean goodbye to Indians?

Eighth Grade- Anorexia and Bulimia from Self-pity

Commodities skinny from self-pity

Ninth Grade-Diabetes vs. Drinking

Chicano not a brown skinned brother, why?

Tenth Grade- Good life now=past life memories


Can the two co-exist?

Eleventh grade- Indians lose again=is he over sensitive?

Twelfth Grade- Stoic for the future, smile as they look back towards tradition.

Why a H.S. Reunion every two weeks?

The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven

Being angry, why not mouth off to the cop for not fitting the profile?

Why mess with the clerk but not the cop?

What is the narrator saying about race relations between Indians and non-Indians?

 The bad dream is a product of anger and imagination.


How is that different than Survival=anger x imagination?


Does the education he now has separate him others on the reservation system? Why?

Why do you think the narrator means by, “the fiercest competition on any reservation is Indian vs. Indian.”


How do his dreams end?

Family Portrait
“Dinner” sounds like “leave me alone”

“I love you” sounds like “Inertia”

“Please” sounds like “Sacrifice”

Pain is very visible to this narrator, never far below the surface of him and his family, how are they coping with it?

Why does he end with forgiveness?

Somebody Kept Saying Pow Wow

-“watching automatically makes you part of the happening” Is this true?  Why?

Does listening to a story or reading one make you part of the story?  How about remembering part or all of a story?

Does Junior have a crush on Norma, or is he in love with her?

Why in the story of the “ex-con” basketball player did Junior choose the whiteboys, over the player he most likely had something in common with?

Witnesses, Secret and Not

No self-help books for Indians?  Is everyone trying to be Indian?

Why do you think they asked his father to come every year to tell the same story?

Why did the narrator end the story with dinner and all of us?

