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Class Notes Outline

The Fun House

The weight of something so heavy no one can bear it?  What does this symbolize?

-What do car wrecks seem to symbolize in this book? Why?

- Look at how wrecks are talked about in the book and in the movie.

“The mouse that tore the house apart, and the beaded dress no one could bear? How did she overcome both and why?

All I wanted to do was dance

-Why the struggle between sobriety and drinking?

- Why the need to dance?

- Why the need to be a hero, or have heroes on the rez? 

bThe Trial of Thomas Builds-the-Fire

-“A storytelling fetish accompanied by an extreme need to tell the truth. Dangerous”  Why?

-Is it a story if no one listens?  Is it a story if no one tells it?  Is it a story if no one reads it?  Is it a story if no one writes?

Are listening, speaking, reading and writing needed for a story to exist?

Is Thomas a man or a horse against Gen. Wright?


-noose


-horses shot

(historically could be referencing the hanging of Lakota in a Minneapolis uprising)

Wild Coyote is tied into Little Big Horn.

Does Thomas receive Justice?


-4 African, 1 Chicano, 1 Whiteman & 1 Indian


Why after he goes to Jail does Thomas begin to tell stories again?

- Why do you think the people didn’t listen for twenty years to Thomas?

Distances

Is Distances a dream or reality?

Jesus Christ’s half-brother is alive and well on the Spokane Indian Reservation

- Why does James not talk until the very end?

- Does he really talk, or is it just wishing?

“Earth is our Grandmother, Technology is our mother & they hate each other”  Why?

The River is all we need to believe in, again why?

Again we see a struggle with drinking and sobriety-why?

A Train is an Order of Occurrence

-Samuel takes the money earned from telling stories and feeds his friends-who listened-Why?

-What do you think Samuel means, “There is a moment when an Indian realizes he cannot turn back toward tradition and that he has no map to guide him toward the future.” ?

Did Samuel pass on, or was he asleep?  Did he die or commit suicide?

A good story

-Crying and Laughing are the exclusive to one another, or do they depend on one another according to Junior?

-Are stories only for the old with wisdom and age, and thus experience based?

- Is it always the responsibility of the child to listen?

The First Annual All-Indian Horseshoe pitch and BBQ

-Are there heroes in this story?

-Is this a dream or reality?  Or is it a dream of reality?

