NAS 100-Sec. 800   Introduction to Native American Studies

Reg #  11502

T-Th 11:10-12:30 pm    102 Lanigan Hall

Instructor: Kevin J. White, ABD


Email: kwhite3@oswego.edu
110 Mahar Hall




x 2645

Office Hours: T 10-11, T-Th 1-2, & by appt.

Spring 2005

Teaching Philosophy: The most basic form of education is dialogue.  This only works if both parties agree to listen to each other, exchange information and are open-minded.  In order for everyone to learn something, dialogue is a must.  We do not have to agree on every point, but we must at all times respect each other.

Course Description: We will examine this vast field through a variety of lenses including: literary analysis, historical analysis and lastly by focusing on a Confederation of “Indians” both important and indigenous to Central New York.  I expect you at times to be uncomfortable, unsure of the material I present and overwhelmed by this generally unseen side of American History.  I expect you to be overwhelmed by the work and reading load, but I expect it done nonetheless. If you keep up to date on the readings and do the assignments, participate in discussions then you will do fine grade wise at the end of the semester.  Everyone starts out with an A, and then goes down from there. This course is taught from a Native perspective-mine.
Required Texts:
Native American Testimony Peter Nabokov, ISBN: 0-14-028159-2
The Earth Shall Weep James Wilson ISBN: 0-871113-730-5 
Coming to Light Ed. Brian Swann ISBN: 0-679-41816-4
Iroquois Culture and Commentary Doug George Kanentiio ISBN 1-57416-053-2
The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven. Sherman Alexie  ISBN 0-06-097624-1

Grading Components:
1. Attendance (10%): Will be kept through sign-in sheets & quizzes or exams.  After two unexplained absences, you grade will be negatively affected.  Five absences may result in a failure of the class.  If you are late to class, then it is your responsibility to find the sign in sheet.  If must miss class due to an emergency then you must notify me before class, or the absence will stand.

2.  Participation via Class listserv (10%): You are required to submit a minimum of five postings over the course of the semester (2 per month). If you attempt to submit all five in the final month of the semester you will receive small partial credit.

3.  Quizzes (15%): There will be five (5) quizzes administering during the semester.  No make up quizzes will be allowed; you will receive a zero for any missed quizzes.  Four of the quizzes appear in the calendar portion of the syllabus, one will be unannounced.

4.  Group Projects (10%): You will be tasked with researching, organizing and presenting a group project.  The issues will focus on a modern day contemporary issue facing Native Americans.  There are several steps to adhere to discussed in detail on the handout to be given out.

5. Tests (40%): During the course of the semester you will have four (4) exams.  Each exam is worth 10 % of your overall grade.  If you miss an exam, you will receive a zero, no makeup exams will be given.  If you have special needs, please see the instructor as soon as possible.

6. Response Papers (15%): You will be assigned five response papers over the course of the semester.  Each paper is to be 2 typed pages (double spaced), standard margins, font (no bigger than 12, no smaller than 10). Your pages must be stapled together (unstapled response papers will not be accepted). Your papers are due at the beginning of the class.  It will be graded upon the check plus, check, check minus system (value for check plus=3, check=2 and check minus=1).

Other Policies:
Assignments: Each calendar day late, 1/3 letter grade will be deducted.

If you have a disabling condition, which may interfere with your ability to successfully complete this course, please contact the Office of Disabled Student Services.

Grade Scale: (Note that 10% can make the difference in a letter grade)

A
96-100

B+
87-89

C+
77-79

D
60-69

A-
90-95

B
83-86

C
73-76

E
Below 60




B-
80-82

C-
70-72

Day
   Date
           Assignment (read for this date)
                   Quiz/Test

Group

TH
20 Jan.

First Day, Syllabus, Email and First Day Questions.

T
25 Jan.

Nabokov: Forward, Prologue & Chap. 1

TH
27 Jan.

Nabokov. Chap 13 & 14, pgs 256-303
T
01 Feb.
Nabokov: Chap. 15 & 16, pgs. 304-354
TH
03 Feb.
Nabokov: Chap 17 & 18, pgs. 355-403

Quiz

1
T
08 Feb.
Nabokov: Chap 19, pgs. 404-440


       


TH
10 Feb.
Nabokov: Chap 20, pgs. 441-470




2
T
15 Feb.
Test on Nabokov




Test            

TH
17 Feb.
Alexie 
pgs. 1-75






3
T
22 Feb.
Alexie 
pgs. 76-148





       

TH
24 Feb.
Alexie 
pgs. 149-223





    
4
T
01 Mar
.
Dreamkeepers





Quiz
       

TH
03 Mar
.
Dreamkeepers






    
5
T
08 Mar
.
Swann pgs. 124-150, 250-272, 332-345




        
TH
10 Mar
.
Swann pgs. 423-441, 464-481



    
6
T
15 Mar
.
Spring Break



        

TH
17 Mar
.
Spring Break
T
22 Mar. 
Swann, pgs  541-563 & 580-600            
TH
24 Mar.
Swann, pgs 749-763





    
7

T
29 Mar.
Test on Alexie, Swann & Dreamkeepers

Test


         

TH 
31 Mar.
Wilson, Prologue-Chap 2, pgs xvii-40


    
8

T
05 Apr.
Wilson, Chap 3-4, pgs 43-97




    

TH
07 Apr.
Wilson Chap 5, pgs 98-131




    
9

T
12 Apr.
Wilson Chap 8, pgs 214-246



 Quiz   

TH
14 Apr.
Wilson Chap 10, pgs 289-329





10
T
19 Apr.
Wilson Epilogue, pgs 409-429
TH
21 Apr.
Test on Wilson




Test


T
26 Apr.
George-Kanentiio, Chap I-III, pgs. 9-52

     


TH
28 Apr.
George-Kanentiio, Chap V & VI, pgs. 70-111   

    
11
T
03 May.
George-Kanentiio, Chap VII & VIII, pgs. 112-162 
Quiz
      


TH
05 May.  
George-Kanentiio Chap IX & X, pgs 163-199


12
T 
10 May
Final Exam





Test

