NAS 350-Sec. 800



Native American Contemporary Issues

Reg. # 11503




T-Th 2:20 – 3:40 pm, 106 Lanigan Hall


Instructor: Kevin J. White, ABD


Work Phone: 312-2645

Native American Studies Minor


Email: kwhite3@oswego.edu
Office Hours:  Tuesday- 10-11 a.m.; 1-2 p.m. & Thursday 1-2 p.m.; & by appointment

When we scan most newspapers or broadcasts we find that all is not right in CNY or Indian country.  In our state of NY, the Haudenosaunee and the State have endured a long complicated and at times contentious relationship.  Add to this volatile mixture the issues of land claims, taxation and casinos, we will often find as many opinions as people.
We have all seen the media presentations of these contentious issues, we have heard the editorials and read the articles, but do we truly understand the history of these and other “Indian Country” problems?  Do we need to learn the history and the legal standing of Indians to grasp why these issues are so volatile?  

Lastly, I encourage dialogue in this course. I believe it is the root of education, if we cannot talk with each other, how we expect to learn from each other.  This is not a course mine; in fact it is even encouraged.  You can disagree with me and others in the class all you like, but ALWAYS do it respectfully, intellectually and most importantly prove the merits of your argument or opinion.

Required Texts:
The State of Native America; Genocide, Colonization & Resistance.  Ed. M. Annette Jaimes. South End Press.  1992. ISBN: 0-89608-424-8

Contemporary Native American Cultural Issues.  Ed. Duane Champagne. Alta Mira Press. 1999. ISBN: 0-7619-9059-3.

Red Earth, White Lies; Native Americans and the Myth of Scientific Fact. Vine Deloria Jr.  Fulcrum Publishing.  1997. ISBN: 1-5591-388-1

Indian Country. Peter Matthiessen. A Penguin Book. 1984. ISBN: 0-14-01.3203-3

Requirements of the Course:

· Attendance is Mandatory. If it is necessary to miss a class, contact me before the class.

· A Major Term paper (10-12 pages in length.)

· Midterm Exam. (One part Take-home, the other In-Class.)

· Final Exam (One Part Take-home, the other In-Class.)

· Response Papers.

Breakdown of Grading Procedure

· Participation is graded upon two parts: 1) Five Emails to the Class Listserv (15%)





   
   2) Five Response Papers (15%)



-Each item is graded upon the Ck Plus, Ck & Ck Minus system



Ck + = 3 pts.

Ck = 2 pts.

Ck - = 1 pts.

· Attendance is 10% of the Overall Grade

· Term Paper is 20% of the Overall Grade
· 5% for the Proposal

· 5 % for the Rough Draft (on time)

· 10 % for the Final Draft (on time)
· Midterm Exam is 20% of the Overall Grade.

· Final Exam is 20% of the Overall Grade.

Participation:  Is a combined total of 30% of your Overall Grade. 
It breaks down as follows: 15% is based upon your submission of 5(Five) emails to the Class listserv graded upon clarity of thought, originality and intellect.  Each email is worth a maximum of 3 (Three) points based upon the Ck +, Ck, Ck – system (3,2,1 Points respectively)  All five emails must be submitted over the course of the semester, if you wait until the last month of classes you will receive credit for  2(two) of the emails. You can always submit more than 5 (five).
The other 15% of your overall Grade: Your 5(five) Response Papers are 1-2 pages in length. Standard margins, 10 or 12 size font.  They are topics of your choosing over the course of the semester.  Your response papers must include a 150-word summary (this is single spaced) of the reading assignments you have chosen to respond to, and the remainder of the one to two pages (this is double spaced) will be your commentary on the material covered in the reading assignment along with any other information you deem pertinent.  Each paper is due at the beginning of class, and is graded upon the Ck +, Ck, Ck – system (3,2,1 points respectively).

Proposal for Term Paper.  You should begin to contemplate this very shortly. I would suggest you scan the texts for possible ideas of a subject matter that excites or fascinates you, or even confuses you.  The topic is of your choosing, but be aware that Land Claims, Casinos and Taxation are going to be limited to 2 people for each subject matter.  The proposal is to be typed, and have an attached bibliography of proposed books, journal articles and a limited number of websites.  Websites should only account for 25% of you source material in this research paper.
Rough Draft.  Standard margins, double spaced, proofread, pages are numbered and your name appears on each page (suggest header or footer for both name and page #).  A minimum of 8 (Eight) full pages (excluding Bibliography and Cover Page) must be completed for a projected grade of term paper.  A bibliography must be attached, including for all websites used in the term paper.

Final Draft.  Your final draft must be accompanied by your original rough draft with my commentary on it.  Your grade will be based upon the clarity of your paper, intellect and proof of your position or stance on the subject you have chosen to write about. (You can even disagree with me or materials presented, but back your stance up with proof)

Midterm and Final Exam.  Obviously the Midterm covers the first half of the semester, and the Final the second half of the semester.  It is in Essay format.  The Take home exam must be typed (with your name and pg # on each page.)  Each essay answer should be on a new sheet of paper, each essay answer should be 2-3 pages long-standard margins, double spaced, 10 or 12 size font and proofread.  For the In-class portion you must supply your own paper, and write as legibly as possible.  You will have one week to complete the take-home exam portion and the class period to complete the in-class portions of your exams.
Admin. Notes.  If attendance sign-in sheets become necessary, it will be solely your responsibility to ensure you sign the sign-in sheet to receive credit for attendance. Do not assume because I see you I will mark you down as present.  I tally them at the end of the semester.  You are allowed 2 unexcused absences.  Excused absences are only for medical emergencies, family emergencies and must be able to be documented in writing.  After four unexcused absences you (two weeks) you can fail the course automatically.

Grade Formula:
A  = 95-100

B+ = 87-89

C+ = 77-79

D = 60-69

A- = 90-94

B   = 83-86

C   = 73-76

E = Below 59




B-  = 80-82

C-  = 70-72

Calendar:
20 January- First Class.  Meet and Greet.  First day questions, syllabus & course outline.
25 January- Jaimes- Chap. 1 “Demography of Native America” pgs. 123-39, & Chap. 4 “Federal Indian Identification Program.” Pgs. 23-55.
27 January- Champagne- Part I-Native Identity “American Indian Identities” Pgs 11-68.
01 February- Deloria Jr. Chap 1 & 2, “Behind Buckskin Curtain” & “Science & Oral Tradition” pgs. 1-47.
03 February- Deloria Jr. Chap 4 & 5, “Low Bridge Everyone Cross” & “Mythical Pleistocene Hit man.” Pgs. 67-113.
08 February- Deloria Jr.- Chap 7 & 8, “ Creatures of their own size” & “ Geomythology & Indian Tradition.” Pgs. 137-187.
10 February- Jaimes- Table Key “Indian Laws & Cases.” & Chap 2, “International Law & Politics.” Pgs 13-23 & 55-87.   ***Proposal Due***
15 February- Matthiessen- Chap 1 & 7, “Native Earth” & “Black Hills” pgs 1-15 & 201-221.
17 February- Matthiessen- Chap 5 “Akwesasne” pgs 127-165.
22 February- Matthiessen-Chap 3 “Mesas” pgs 65-103.
24 February- Matthiessen- Chap 11 & 12, “Four Corners” & “To Big Mountain” pgs 291-330.

01 March- Jaimes Chap 5 “The Earth is our Mother” pgs 139-189.
03 March- Take-Home Midterm Distributed.  Jemison Handout. (xi-42)
08 March- Jemison Handout. (149-182)
10 March-In Class Midterm Exam.  ***Rough Draft Due***
15 March- SPRING BREAK

17 March- SPRING BREAK

22 March- Jaimes- Chap 6 & 7 “American Indian Water Rights” & “In Usual & Accustomed Places” pgs 189-240.
24 March-Jaimes- Chap 8 “Radioactive Colonialism” pgs 241-267 & 
Champagne- Chap 16 “Uranium is in my body” pgs 307-317.

29 March- Champagne- Chap 11 & 12, “Alcohol Abuse among Indians” & “Tobacco, Culture & Health” pgs 225-257
31 March-Champagne- Chap 3 “Aboriginal Women & Self Government” pgs 69-91 &
Jaimes- Chap 11 “American Indian Women” pgs 311-344.

05 April- Champagne- Chap 4 & 5 “Good Red Road” & “Contemporary Tribal Codes” pgs 91-126.
07 April- Jaimes- Chap 12 & 13 “American Indian Education” & “Patriots or Pawns” pgs 345-370.
12 April- Sports Mascots.  ***Final Draft Due***
14 April- Sports Mascots.
19 April- Jaimes- Chap 14 “Great Pretenders” pgs 403-423. & Champagne- Chap 8 “Cultural Imperialism” pgs 167-192.
21 April- Champagne- Chap 9 & 10 “Native Media’s Community” & “ Shadow Catchers or Snatchers?” pgs 193-225. 

26 April- Jaimes- Chap 9 & 10 “Trouble in High Places” & “A Caged Warrior” pgs 267-311.
28 April- Movie-“Incident at Oglala”
03 May- Take-Home Final Exam Distributed.  Finish Movie “Incident at Oglala.”
05 May- Jaimes- Epilogue “Looking for Columbus” pgs 439-445.
10 May-  FINAL EXAM  106 Lanigan Hall 2-4 pm.

